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Southern Israel 2008 Tour Report 
 
Tour organised by BirdingBreaks.nl 
Tour leader:  Eddy Nieuwstraten 
Participants:  Ellen van den Berg, Jeanette Doorduin, Chris Feenstra, Henk Neerings, Piet Veldt, 
Hans van Wijk, Marco Witte, Garry Bakker (report). 
 
Summary 
From 24-31 March 2008 I joined a BirdingBreaks.nl tour to Eilat, Southern Israel. During the week 190 
bird species were observed. Highlights include Egyptian Goose (4), Yelkouan Shearwater (2nd for 
Eilat), Crested Honey Buzzard, Bonelli’s Eagle, Imperial Eagle, Macqueen’s Bustard, Caspian Plover 
(flock of 5), White-tailed Lapwing, Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse (3), Spotted Sandgrouse (c 35), Black-
bellied Sandgrouse (c 20), Pin-tailed Sandgrouse (80+), Namaqua Dove (2), Hume’s Owl (seen!), 
Olive-backed Pipit (2), Black Scrub Robin, Pied Wheatear, Arabian Warbler and Fan-tailed Raven. 
Additionally, we witnessed several days with good raptor migration, with many thousands of Steppe 
Buzzards and smaller numbers of other interesting species.  
 
Introduction 
A visit to Southern Israel had always been on my mind. In the mid-ninetees, when I was still a little kid, 
mouthwatering pictures of a variety of WP goodies appeared regularly in the birding magazines and 
most people I knew had already made one or more visits to this birding paradise. Once I should go 
there too! For several reasons, Eilat lost its reputation as a foremost holiday destination in the period 
that followed. The lack of direct flights from nearby European airports and the frequent reports of 
political and social upheaval in the country, saw an obvious decline in visiting birders. This is clearly 
illustrated by the number of Israel trip reports on travellingbirder.com: only 10 reports were available 
for the five year period of 2002-2006, but over 60 for 1997-2001! Nevertheless, I still needed to go. 
Hence, when BirdingBreaks.nl, a young birding travel company found by two experienced birders from 
the Netherlands, offered their Israel tour again for 2008,  a decission was easily made. Their March 
2007 tour had been quite succesful with basically all the birds on my target list. The rest is history. In 
the evening of Sunday 23 March 2008 I met my fellow participants and tour leader Eddy Nieuwstraten 
(all Dutch) at Amsterdam Airport Schiphol for a marvelous week of birding, of which the results are 
presented in this report.  
 

 

Early morning starts with birding at the famous North Beach, Eilat, 25 March 2008 
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Transport 
We flew from Amsterdam to Rome with KLM (Boeing 737-900) and continued to Tel Aviv with Alitalia 
(Airbus A320). The return flight was from Tel Aviv to Milan with Alitalia and from here with KLM (both 
flights by Boeing 737-900). Be prepared for long and repeated security checks on your way back 
home at Tel Aviv’s Ben Gurion Airport. Once in Israel our group was transported by a Hyundai H200 
nine person minibus and a Nissan Micra (with Eddy and Hans as drivers), both rented from Eldon Rok 
at the airport. A minibus or other verhicle with high wheel clearance is recommended if you want to 
visit particular sites and dirt tracks north of Eilat and elsewhere. The Hume’s Owl site, for instance, is 
not easily (or at all) reached without a high clearance vehicle. In general, though, roads are in 
excellent condition and most sites are easily reached by normal car.  
 
Sites 
Most sites visited are described in Shirihai et al. (2000), which provides many details and excellent 
maps. Although already a little bit out of date, much information still applies when visiting Southern 
Israel. However there are some changes and important additional information. Noteworthy is that the 
Neot Hakikkar Fish Ponds at the Southern Dead Sea had completely dried up by March 2008 and 
Clamorous Reed Warbler is not easily seen anymore. Another thing to mention is the well known 
drinking spot for Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse. The once famous Water Pumping Station is not the place 
anymore, although a few birds were observed here at daylight in the week of our visit. Instead, the 
new regular spot for this species is a nearby sewage pool at KM 19, immediately south of the large 
live stock farm in this area. You are able to enter the pool by an opening in the fence and it is the 
northwestern corner of the pool where the birds come to drink, normally at 6.15 PM by the end of 
March. Next, the once famous lark site at KM 33 has been completely ‘destroyed’ to develop a palm 
plantation. Now, for most desert specialties one needs to go to KM 76 or another new hot-spot, 
Meishar. The latter area is a large flat desert plain with some green patches along Highway 40 to the 
Northwest, approximately near KM 61. It should be noted, though, that this is a military firing zone and 
entrance is formally not allowed. Many local birders enter the area from the main road frequently, but 
they adviced not to go further than only several hundreds of meters (and of course only when there is 
no military activity). Actually, many birds can be readily seen from the roadside using a telescope. 
Unfortunately, for several reasons we failed to see the Thick-billed Larks here. 
 
Accommodation 
Our daily basis was the Dalia Hotel (North Beach, 88000, Eilat, Israel), located right between Eilat’s 
airport runway and the Ofira Park. Not very luxurous but having all basic facilities you need to feel 
comfortable after a long birding day. We had breakfast at the hotel’s restaurant and diner at the 
restaurant right next to the hotel. Actually I do not recommend the latter, as there as not much variety 
in their menu and the food was sometimes not well prepared (burned meat) or cold (soup). A 
supermarket is found right along the corner!  
 
Local Guides 
If you want to see specialties like Hume’s Owl or Nubian Nightjar, you need a local guide. We found 
(or actually, he found us) Barak Granit for showing us the owl. He is one of Israel’s foremost twitchers 
and knows several spots in the country for this species and Nubian Nightjar. We payed 50 Euros per 
person for his guiding to see Hume’s Owl and Egyptian Nightjar, a price comparable to other Israeli 
guides.You may contact Barak or another guide at www.israbirding.com/contact_us/ . 
 
Food 
The Israeli kitchen offers a variety of food, with “humous” as one of the characteristic parts of a meal. 
It is a sort of fallafle like paste to put in an opened piece of bread. For the rest one can just eat 
anything anywhere. A visit to Yotvata’s dairy supermarket / restaurant is a must! Neot Smadar’s 
Kibbutz restaurant along the highway was another delight. 
 
Language 
English is widely spoken, traffic signs are mostly in Hebrew, English and Arabian.  
 
Weather 
The first and second day in Eilat were simply hot, with temperatures rising far over 36 degrees Celcius 
and a strong southern wind. Quite uncomfortable to walk outside the shadow for a while I guarantee! 
Then things changed, the wind came from the North and the morning at North Beach and Eilat 
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Mountains was even cold without a jacket. A pair of sunglasses is advisable as sunlight is stronlgy 
reflected by the light desert soil in many places. The rest of the week walking outside was quite 
comfortable with temperatures up to 29 degrees. The third day we had an overcast sky with high 
clouds but most of the time skies were clear and the sun was ever present. Thus, regarding the 
weather, a jacket for the morning, sunglasses, a hat or cap and a strong sunblocker are 
recommended.  
 
Health and Safety 
No vaccinations or other profilaxa are needed for a visit to Israel. As a result of it’s political situation, 
recent wars, bombings and other social unrest, the presence of armed military on the streets is a 
common thing in Israel and just a part of the daily live to improve safety for the people. We never felt 
unsafe and the military presence is hardly recognisable in most areas. During our drive to Nizanna in 
the early morning we met three roadblocks, where we were asked shortly for our destination. The only 
unlucky situation we encountered was a roadblock at highway 40 due to military activities, said to last 
for two hours, just when we were heading for the airport to catch our plane the last day! Luckily we 
had calculated enough traveling time. Another thing to remember is not to enter sensitive areas away 
from the main roads at night without a guide, particularly near the Jordan border. 
 
Literature 
Harris, A., H. Shirihai & D. Christie. 1996. The Macmillan Birder’s Guide to European and Middle 
Eastern Birds. Macmillan, London. 
 
Mullarney, K., L. Svensson, D. Zetterström & P.J. Grant. 2000. ANWB Vogelgids van Europa. ANWB, 
Den Haag. (Dutch edition of this well-known guide). 
 
Shirihai, H., J.P. Smith, G.M. Kirwan & D. Alon. 2000. A Guide to the Birding Hot-Spots of Southern 
Israel. SPNI, Tel-Aviv. 
 
Additionally, a variety of trip reports can be obtained from www.travellingbirder.com. Information on 
recent rarities and other interesting observations can be found on www.israbirding.com and 
www.birdingisrael.com. 
 

 
Eilat as seen from the western shore of town, with Aqaba (Jordan) in the far background. 
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Itinerary 
 
Monday 24/3 
Travel from Tel-Aviv to Dead Sea via Be’er Sheva;Dead Sea: En Gedi, Wadi Bokek, Neot Hakikkar; 
Stop at route 90 KM 151,5; Yotvata Circular Fields; Arrival Eilat 19:00h 
 
Tuesday 25/3 
North Beach; Eilat Mountains; Pumping Station; Cementary; Ofira Park; KM 44 area; KM 40 area; KM 
19 area; Eilat’s Ringing Park 
 
Wednesday 26/3 
North Beach; Ofira Park; Neot Smadar (formely known as Shizafon); Yotvata Circular Fields; KM 40 
area; Northern Date Palms & Sewage Pond; North Beach 
 
Thursday 27/3 
North Beach; Eilat Mountains, Mount Yoash, En Netafim; Doum Palms; KM 20 saltpans; KM 19 area, 
Sewage Pond; Nahal Raham wadi; Yotvata Circular Fields 
 
Friday 28/3 
Ofira Park; Lotan Bird Reserve; Kibbutz Lotan; Yotvata Circular Fields 
 
Saturday 29/3 
Nizzana; Azuz; Ben Gurion’s Memmorial; En Avedat; Meishar 
 
Sunday 30/3 
North Beach; Sewage Channel; Doum Palms; KM 20 Saltpans; KM 19 area; Eilat’s Ringing Park; 
Yotvata Sewage Ponds; North Beach 
 
Monday 31/3 
Travel Eilat – Tel-Aviv via Be’er Sheva 
 
 

 

En route along the Dead Sea, 24 March 2008 
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Systematic list of recorded species 
 
Given are English, scientific and Dutch species names, followed by the date(s) of observation or just a 
short indication of the species’ presence during the week. For rarities some additional information is 
added. + = several (more); ++ = many (more);  
 
1. Egyptian Goose – Alopochen aegyptiaca  – Nijlgans  
29/3: Nizzana sewage ponds, 4 
Two resting birds on the shore and two more flying around. Quite a rare and unexpected bird in this 
region, a vagrant regarding to Shirihai et al. True stragglers from nearby Egypt or birds of feral origin?  
 
2. Common Shelduck – Tadorna tadorna  – Bergeend 
Common at the KM 20 Saltpans 
 
3. Tufted Duck – Aythya fuligula  – Kuifeend 
A small flock at sea was observed from the North Beach at 26th and 29th. . 
 
4. Eurasian Wigeon – Anas penelope  – Smient 
25/3: North Beach, 1 male migrating 
 
5. Northern Shoveler – Anas clypeata  – Slobeend 
Small numbers were with the large Garganey flocks seen from the North Beach. 
 
6. Mallard – Anas platyrhynchos  – Wilde Eend 
29/3: Nizzana, 3 
30/3: 5 
 
7. Northern Pintail – Anas acuta  – Pijlstaart 
26/3: North Beach, 1 
 
8. Garganey – Anas querquedula  – Zomertaling 
25/3: North Beach, 200 at sea in the morning 
25/3: KM 18 area, migrating flock of 1002! (perhaps a few Shovelers), counted from photographs 
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9. Common Teal – Anas crecca  – Wintertaling 
25/3: North Beach, 4 migrating 
26/3 North beach 2 migrating 
29/3: Nizzana, 1 
 
10. Chukar – Alectoris chukar  – Aziatische Steenpatr ijs 
24/3: Road between Tel-Aviv and Be’er Sheva, 3 
29/3: Nizzana, 1 male (perched on hilltop, calling) 
 
11. Sand Partr idge – Ammoperdix heyi  – Arabische Woestijnpatr ijs  
25/3: Eilat Mountains, 2 (pair); Water Pump Station, 2 (pair), Cementary, 2 (pair) 
29/3: Nizzana, 2, male (also calling) 
 

 
 
 
12. Common Quail – Coturnix coturnix  – Kwartel 
27/3: Eilat’s Ringing Park, 1 
28/3: Lotan Bird Reserve, 5 
29/3: Nizzana 1 
 
13. Sooty Shearwater – Puffinus griseus  – Grauwe Pijlstormvogel 
30/3: North Beach (morning), 1 flying past; (afternoon), 2 perched on the water 
 
14. Yelkouan Shearwater – Puffinus yelkouan  – Yelkouanpijlstormvogel 
28/3 : North Beach (afternoon), 1  
This bird was dicovered by Marco, member of our group. It flew in from open sea and headed towards 
a small fishermen’s boat where birders were busy taking pictures of gulls and other birds. As the bird 
landed right in front of their boat for a couple of seconds, they managed to take some record shots of 
it. These picures turned out indispensable for a reliable identification of the bird. It constitutes the 
second record of Yelkouan Shearwater for Eilat! 
 
15. Great Cormorant – Phalacrocorax carbo  – Aalscholver  
Small numbers from the North Beach and at the Ringing Park. 
 
16. Black-crowned Night Heron – Nycticorax nycticorax  – Kwak 
26/3: North Beach (morning): flock of 3 
28/3: North Beach 
30/3: North Beach (afternoon), flock of 12 (with 35 Purple Herons)  
 
17. Striated Heron – Butorides striata  – Mangrovereiger 
25/3: North Beach, 1 
28/3: North Beach, 1 
 
18. Squacco Heron – Ardeola ralloides  – Ralreiger 
24/3: between Be’er Sheva and Dead Sea, 1  
26/3: North Beach 
28/3: North Beach 
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30/3: North Beach, 2 
 
19. Cattle Egret – Bubulcus ibis  – Koereiger  
Seen daily, e.g: 
24/3: + 
25/3: North Beach, 1 
28/3: 5 
29/3: 7 
 
20. Indian Reef Egret – Egretta gularis schistacea  – Rode Zee-rifreiger 
28/3: North Beach, 1 immature 
30/3: North Beach, 1 immature (same bird) 
 

 
 
 
21. Little Egret – Egretta garzetta  – Kleine Zilverreiger 
Seen from North Beach each visit, birds staying at the fish farm 
24/3: + 
28/3: North Beach, 20 
30/3: Yotvata Sewage Pools, 1 
 
22. Great Egret – Casmerodius albus  – Grote Zilverreiger  
25/3: North Beach, 2 staying at fishfarm 
26/3: North Beach, 1 
27/3: North Beach, 2 
28/3: North Beach, 2  
 
23. Grey Heron – Ardea cinerea  – Blauwe Reiger 
25/3: North Beach, a few staying at the fish farm 
28/3: 5 
30/3: 2 in a flock with 62 Purple Herons 
 
24. Purple Heron – Ardea purpurea – Purperreiger 
26/3: 1 migrating over North Beach 
30/3: in the afternoon an incoming flock of 62 (with two Grey Herons) from the Jordan mountains, 
seen from the Eilat’s Ringing Park; North Beach (afternoon), flock of 35 (with 12 Black-crowned Night 
Herons)  
 
25. Black Stork – Ciconia nigra  – Zwarte Ooievaar 
24/3: En Gedi / En Bokek, ca. 80: migrating flocks of 17 and 44 and several single birds 
28/3: 20 
29/3: 1 
30/3: North Beach (afternoon), 1 
 
26. White Stork – Ciconia ciconia  – Ooievaar 
25/3: Eilat near Water Pumping Station, 1 perched 
26/3: Neot Smadar, 1 perched;  
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29/3: Nizzana, 1500 in several big thermalling flocks 
 
27. Glossy Ibis – Plegadis falcinellus  – Zwarte Ibis 
26/3: North Beach, flock of 27 
 
28. Greater Flamingo – Phoenicoptrus roseus  – Flamingo  
25/3: KM 20 Saltpans, 150 
27/3: KM 20 Saltpans, 200 
28/3: KM 20 Saltpans, 362 
 

 
 
 
29. Little Grebe – Tach ybaptus ruficollis – Dodaars  
25/3: Eilat Ringing park, 1 
27/3: Eilat Ringing park, 1 
29/3: Nizzana, 10 
 
30. Crested Honey Buzzard – Pernis ptilorhyncus  – Aziatische Wespendief 
26/3: Palm Grove north of Eilat, 1 immature 
A true rarity and another highight of our trip was this bird, which constituted the first one that spent the 
winter on West Palearctic grounds. Bigger and broader winged than European Honey Buzzard, the 
immature bird was easily recognised though it took some time to find it in the Palm Grove where it was 
hiding. A great picture of it, by Dick Forsman, has been published in Dutch Birding 30:3 (2008). 
 
31. Black Kite – Milvus migrans  – Zwarte Wouw 
Seen daily on migration, the second most numberous raptor species. 
24/3: En Gedi, + 
28/3: 150 
29/3: 20 
 
32. Egyptian Vulture – Neophron percnopterus – Aasgier 
24/3: En Gedi, 3 adult migrating; En Bokek, 2 adult migrating 
28/3: Kibbutz Lotan, 1 adult migrating 
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33. Griffion Vulture – Gyps fulvus  – Vale Gier 
24/3: En Gedi, 6 
29/3: Ben Gurion Memorial, 7  
 

 
 
 
34. Short-toed Eagle – Circaetus gallicus  – Slangenarend 
24/3: Dead Sea shore,1 
28/3: 2 
29/3: Nizzana, 1 
 

 
 
 
35. Western Marsh Harrier – Circus aerugonisus  – Bruine Kiekendief 
24/3: 3 
28/3: 2 
29/3: 1 
 
36. Hen Harrier – Circus cyaneus  – Blauwe Kiekendief 
A few seen, for instance one at Yotvata circular fields on 24/3  
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37. Pallid Harrier – Circus macrourus  – Steppekiekendief  
24/3: Between Tel-Aviv and Be’er Sheva, 1 male; Yotvata Circular Fields, 1 2nd summer male 
26/3: a ‘ringtail’ harrier (Pallid or Montagu’s) was seen only for seconds at Eliphaz, KM 40 
27/3: Eilat Mountains, 1 male migrating; KM 18 Sewage Pool, 1 male (afternoon) 
28/3: 1 male  
 

  
 
 
38. Eurasian Sparrowhawk – Accipiter nisus  – Sperwer 
A handful of migrating birds was seen, e.g. at Eilat’s Ringing Park. 
26/3: Neot Smadar, 1 
29/3: 1 
 
39. Steppe Buzzard – Buteo buteo vulpinus  – Steppebuizerd 
The most numberous raptor species, with impressive migration witnessed from Eilat Mountains on 
Thursday and over Lotan and other sites in the Arava Valley on Friday.  
24/3: En Gedi and En Bokek: 200++ migrating 
27/3: Eilat Mountains, 5000++ 
28/3: Arava Valley, 2000++ 
29/3: common 
 

 
 
 
40. Long-legged Buzzard – Buteo rufinus  – Arendbuizerd 
26/3: Neot Smadar, 1 
 
41. Greater Spotted Eagle – Aquila clanga  – Bastaardarend 
24/3: En Gedi, 1 migrating 
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A swarm of raptors, mainly Steppe Buzzards Buteo buteo vulpinus, soaring above the Eilat Mountains 

 
 

 
Steppe Buzzards Buteo buteo vulpinus, Black Kites Milvus migrans, Egyptian Vulture Neophron 
percnopterus and Black Stork Ciconia nigra on migration, Kibbutz Lotan, 28 March 2008 
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42. Booted Eagle – Aquila pennata  – Dwergarend 
27/3: Eilat’s Ringing Park, 1 (dark morph) 
28/3: 5 
29/3: Nizanna, 2 
 

 
 
 
43. Golden Eagle – Aquila chrysaetos  – Steenarend 
24/3: En Gedi, 1 
 
44. Bonelli’s Eagle – Aquila fasciata  – Havikarend 
29/3: En Avedat, 1 adult 
Splendid views of this bird, sitting on top of the canyon ridge and in the end flying right above our 
heads for several minutes!  
 

  
 
 
45. Steppe Eagle – Aquila nipalensis  – Steppearend 
24/3: En Gedi & En Bokek, ca. 10 migrating 
25/3: 1 migrating 
26/3: 3 migrating 
27/3: 10 migrating 
28/3: 20 migrating 
29/3: 5 migrating 
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46. Imperial Eagle – Aquila heliaca  – Keizerarend 
27/3: Eilat Mountains, 1, 5 th cy migrating  
 

 
 
 
47. Osprey – Pandion haliaetus  – Visarend 
26/3: North Beach, 1 
29/3: 1 
 
48. Lesser Kestrel – Falco naumanni  – Kleine Torenvalk 
24/3: En Gedi, 2 migrating 
27/3: Eilat Gas Station, 1 male, migrating 
28/3: 4 migrating 
 

 
 
 
49. Common Kestrel – F alco tinnunculus – Torenvalk 
Common troughout 
24/3: many along the roads between Tel-Aviv and Dead Sea 
26/3: several 
 
50. Barbary Falcon – Falco pelegrinoides  – Barbarijse Valk 
25/3: KM 20 Saltpans, 1 
26/3: Neot Smadar, 1 
30/3: KM 20 Saltpans, 1 
 
51. Common Moorhen – Gallinula chloropus  – Waterhoen  
29/3: Eilat Ringing Park, 1 
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52. Eurasian Coot – Fulica atra  – Meerkoet 
27/3: Eilat’s Ringing Park, several 
 
53. Macqueen’s Bustard – Chlamydotis macqueenii  – Oostelijke Kraagtrap 
29/3: Nizzana, 1 adult 
Where the powerlines cross the road to Azuz, one overlooks a lush plain with scattered bushes. Here 
we had splendid views of a single adult male. Make sure to arrive as early as possible! Heat haze 
makes it extremely difficult to get clear sight on the area already by late morning.  
 
54. Black-winged Stilt – Himantopus himantopus  – Steltkluut 
24/3: Neot Hakikkar, Dead Sea, 4 
29/3: Nizanna, 10 
Many at KM 20 Saltpans at several ocassions. 
 
55. Pied Avocet – Recurvirostra avosetta  – Kluut 
27/3: KM 20 Saltpans, 1 
 
56. Cream-colored Courser – Cursorius cursor  – Renvogel 
29/3: Nizzana, 5 (2 pairs); Meishar, 1 
The bustard area, along the road to Azuz, also proved a reliable place to look for this great species. 
 

 
 
 
57. Collared Pratincole – Glareola pratincola  – Vorkstaartplevier 
24/3: Yotvata: 1 
30/3: KM 20 Saltpans: flock of 36; Yotvata Sewage Pools, 1 
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Macqueen’s Bustard Chlamydotis macqueenii Oostelijke Kraagtrap, Nizzana, 29 March 2008 

 
 

 
Pin-tailed Sandgrouse Pterocles alchata caudacutus Witbuikzandhoen, Nizzana, 29 March 2008 
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The old fortress of Nizzana, 29 March 2008 
 
 

 
Spotted Sandgrouse Pterocles senegallus Sahelzandhoen, Nizzana, 29 March 2008 
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58. Little Ringed Plover – Charadrius dubius  – Kleine Plevier 
25/3: Km 20 saltpans, 10 
26/3:  KM 20 Saltpans, 4 
27/3:  Km 20 Saltpans, 8 
 
59. Common Ringed Plover – Charadrius hiaticula  – Bontbekplevier 
25/3: North Beach, 1 flying past (call heard); KM 20 Saltpans: 1 
 
60. Kentish Plover – Charadrius alexandrinus  – Strandplevier 
25/3: KM 20 Saltpans, 20 
 
61. Greater Sand Plover – Charadrius leschenaultii  – Woestijnplevier 
26/3: North Beach, 1 
 
62. Caspian Plover – Charadrius asiaticus  – Kaspische Plevier 
24/3: Yotvata, 5, two male & three female 
26/3: Yotvata, 3, 1 male & two female  
Another highlight of the trip readily seen the first afternoon on our way to Eilat. This species is a rare 
passage migrant in Israel, with most records in April and mostly single birds then.  
 

 
 
 
63. Grey Plover – Pluvialis squatarola  – Zilverplevier 
26/3: North Beach, 1  
 
64. Spur-winged Lapwing – Vanellus spinosus  – Sporenkievit 
Common troughout 
 
65. White-tailed Lapwing – Vanellus leucurus  – Witstaartkievit 
26/3: KM 40 Sewage Pond area, 1 
The bird had not been reported for a while by other birders, but was remarkably refound by our keen 
group member Henk! This species was another highlight of the trip.  
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66. Sanderling – Calidris alba  – Drieteenstrandloper 
30/3: Eilat’s Ringing Park, 1 
 
67. Little Stint – Calidris minuta  – Kleine Strandloper  
25/3: KM 20 Saltpans, c 10 
30/3: KM 20 Saltpans, c 40  
 
68. Temminck’s Stint – Calidr is temminckii  – Temmincks Strandloper 
25/3: Eilat’s Ringing Park, 1 
 
69. Curlew Sandpiper – Calidris ferruginea  – Krombekstrandloper 
30/3: KM 20 Saltpans, 1 
 
70. Dunlin – Calidris alpina  – Bonte Strandloper  
30/3: North Beach, 1; KM 20 Saltpans, 3 
 
71. Broad-billed Sandpiper – Limicola falcinellus  – Breedbekstrandloper 
30/3: KM 20 Saltpans, 1. This fresh summer plumaged bird, discovered by our group, turned out to be 
the first sighting of this species in Eilat this year.  
 
72. Ruff – Philomachus pugnax  – Kemphaan 
25/3: Km 20, saltpans, 30 
27/3: Km 20 saltpans, 10 
29/3: Nizanna, 14 
30/3: Km 20 saltpans, 15 
 
73. Black-tailed Godwit – Limosa limosa  – Grutto 
29/3: Nizanna Sewage Pools, 1 
 
74. Common Sandpiper – Actitis hypoleucos  – Oeverloper 
27/3: Eilat’s Ringing Park, at least 1 
 
75. Green Sandpiper – Tringa ochropus  – Witgat 
25/3: Eliphaz (KM 40 area), KM 20 Saltpans, approximately 60 (including a flock of 15) 
28/3: c 40 
30/3: c 25 
 
76. Spotted Redshank – Tringa  erythropus  – Zwarte Ruiter 
30/3: KM 20 Saltpans, 1 calling 
 
77. Common Greenshank – Tringa nebularia  – Groenpootruiter 
25/3: Km 20 saltpans, 2 
27/3: Km 20 saltpans, 5 
 
78. Marsh Sandpiper – Tringa stagnatilis  – Poelruiter 
25/3: KM 20 Salt Pans, 2 
26/3: 2 
27/3: Km 20 saltpans, 3 
 
79. Wood Sandpiper – Tringa glareola  – Bosruiter 
29/3: 1 
30/3: KM 20 Saltpans, c 25 
 
80. Common Redshank – Tringa totanus  – Tureluur 
25/3: KM 20 Salt Pans 
 
81. Pomarine Skua – Stercorarius pomarinus  – Middelste Jager 
30/3: North Beach, flock of 3 (sub)adults (with 3 Arctic Skuas) 
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82. Arctic Skua – Stercorarius parasiticus  – Kleine Jager 
25/3: North Beach, 1 
26/3: North Beach, 4 (1+1+2) 
27/3: North Beach, 1 
30/3: North Beach (morning), 2; (afternoon), 3 
 

 
 
 
83. Black-legged Kittiwake – Rissa tridactyla  – Drieteenmeeuw 
25/3: North Beach, 1 second cy migrating, following the tail of a migrating flock of Black-headed Gulls 
heading north, straight into the desert.  
 
84. Slender-billed Gull – Chroicocephalus genei  – Dunbekmeeuw 
Common at sea from North Beach and at the KM 20 Salt Pans. 
25/3: North Beach 
28/3: North Beach, flock of 347 (count from photograph)  
30/3: North Beach 
 
85. Black-headed Gull – Chroicocephalus ridibundus  – Kokmeeuw 
Small numbers with the more numberous Slender-billed Gulls at KM 20 Salt Pans 
 
86. Little Gull - Hydrocoloeus minutus  – Dwergmeeuw 
26/3: North Beach, 2 migrating 
 
87. Great Black-headed Gull – Larus ichthyaetus  – Reuzenzwartkopmeeuw 
Small numbers of this species were seen from North Beach, either migrating or at sea. All birds were 
immatures, including one or two 3rd cy birds with dark hood.  
25/3: North Beach, 4  
27/3: North Beach, 2  
28/3: North Beach, at least 1 
30/3: North Beach, 1 
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Slender-billed Gulls Chroicocephalus genei Dunbekmeeuwen, North Beach, Eilat, 28 March 2008  

 
 

 

Tour leader Eddy Nieuwstraten birding the desert near Kibbutz Lotan 
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88. White-eyed Gull – Larus leucophthalmus  – Witoogmeeuw 
Small numbers of this Red Sea specialty were readily seen from North Beach, with up to 18 present 
on the buoys at the fish farm.  
25/3: North Beach, ca. 10 
26/3: North Beach, 11+ 
28/3: North Beach, 17 
30/3: North Beach, 18 
 

 
 
 
89. Baltic Gull – Larus fuscus fuscus  – Baltische Mantelmeeuw 
Small numbers migrating over North Beach 
 
90. Heuglin’s Gull – Larus heuglini  – Heuglins Meeuw 
25/3: North Beach, 6 migrating 
Several immature ‘large white-headed gulls’ staying at sea near the fish farm were probably this 
species. 
 
91. Caspian Gull – Larus cachinnans  – Pontische Meeuw 
25/3: North Beach, 3 
Several immature ‘large white-headed gulls’ staying at sea near the fish farm were probably this 
species.  
 
92. Little Tern – Sternula albifrons  – Dwergstern 
30/3: North Beach (morning), 1 
 
93. Caspian Tern – Hydroprogne caspia  – Reuzenstern 
Seen from the North Beach during each visit, with up to 5 birds present.  
25/3: North Beach, at least 1 
28/3: North Beach, 3 
 
94. Gull-billed Tern – Gelochelidon nilotica  – Lachstern 
25/3: North Beach, 1 
30/3: A migrating flock of 5 was seen from the North Beach.  
 
95. Sandwich Tern – Sterna sandvicensis  – Grote Stern  
27/3: North Beach, 1 
28/3: North Beach, 1 
 
96. Common Tern – Sterna hirundo  – Visdief  
26/3: North Beach, 1 
27/3: North Beach, 3 
28/3: North Beach, 1 
 
97. Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse – Pterocles lichtensteinii  – Lichtensteins Zandhoen 
27/3: KM 19 Sewage Pond, 3 (2 male, 1 female) at dusk 
An amazing species which turns up daily at this new spot at dusk around 6 p.m.  
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98. Spotted Sandgrouse – Pterocles senegallus  – Sahelzandhoen  
29/3: Nizzana, 35 
 
99. Black-bellied Sandgrouse – Pterocles orientalis  – Zwartbuikzandhoen 
29/3: Nizzana, Qeziot Sewage Pools, flock 12 with an additional c 8 flying around in the area.  
 
100. Pin-tailed Sandgrouse – Pterocles alchata caudacutus  – Witbuikzandhoen 
29/3: Nizzana, flock of 80+ and 1 pair 
 
101. Common Pigeon – Columba livia  – Rotsduif 
27/3: Eilat Mountains, En Netafim, c 10 
29/3: En Avedat, 25 
 
102. Eurasian Collared Dove – Streptopelia decaocto  – Turkse Tortel 
Common throughout 
 
103. European Turtle Dove – Streptopelia turtur  – Zomertortel 
Probably overlooked, 3 birds were seen at the Eilat Ringing station at 27/3 
 
104. Laughing Dove – Streptopelia senegalensis  – Palmtortel 
Common throughout 
 
105. Namaqua Dove – Oena capensis  – Maskerduif 
A rather difficult species. We missed several reported by other birders but finally caught up with our 
own pair in the ‘dunes’ at KM 19.  
27/3: KM 19, 2 (male & female) 
 

 
 
 
106. Desert Little Owl – Athene noctua lilith  – Woestijnsteenuil 
Clearly paler and more spotted than the nominate subspecies. 
29/3: Nizzana, 2 
 
107. Hume’s Owl – Strix butleri  – Palestijnse Bosuil  
27/3: Nahal Raham, 1  
More or less coincidently we could arrange Barak Granit to guide us to this rare species. As the area, 
in the desert North of Eilat, is sensitive for disturbance the exact spot will not be disclosed here. It is 
not reached without a high clearance verhicle and even at the spot one needs some expertise to 
actually see the species. In the end we had spectacular views of a bird flying right over our heads. A 
remarkably pale, sandy colored owl with ‘big’ face, rather short and broad wings with obvious ‘fingers’, 
pale underwing with obvious black ‘commas’ and clearly visible, small tail bands. Call a rather high 
and loud “hoo, hoo, hoohoo”. 
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Black-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis Zwartbuikzandhoenders, Nizzana, 29 March 2008 
 
 

 
Black-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis Zwartbuikzandhoenders, Nizzana, 29 March 2008 
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108. Common Swift – Apus apus  – Gierzwaluw 
24/3: Be’er Sheva, 3 
 
109. Pallid Swift – Apus pallidus  – Vale Gierzwaluw 
29/3: En Avedat, 10 
Seen on several other occassions too. 
 
110. Alpine Swift – Apus melba  – Alpengierzwaluw 
29/3: En Avedat, 25 
The only place where we found this spectacular swift. 
 
111. White-throated Kingfisher – Halcyon smyrnensis  – Smyrnaijsvogel 
24/3: Neot Hakikkar, Dead Sea, 1  
28/3: Ofira Park 
 

 
 
 
112. Common Kingfisher – Alcedo atthis  – IJsvogel 
25/3: North Beach, 1 
26/3: North Beach, 1 
28/3: North Beach, 1 
 
113. Pied Kingfisher – Ceryle rudis – Bonte IJsvogel 
25/3: North Beach, 2 
26/3: North Beach, 1 
28/3: North Beach, 1 
30/3: North Beach, 1 
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114. Arabian Green Bee-eater – Merops orientalis cyanophrys  – Kleine Groene Bijeneter 
24/3: Neot Hakikkar, Dead Sea, 4 
26/3: KM 40 Sewage Pond, 1 
30/3: Sewage Channel, Eilat, 3 
 

 
 
 
115. European Bee-eater – Merops apiaster  – Bijeneter 
30/3: KM 20 area, flock of 20 
 

 
 
 
116. Eurasian Hoopoe – Upupa epops  – Hop 
25/3: 1  
26/3: a few 
28/3: c 10 
29/3: 6 
 
117. Eurasian Wryneck – Jynx torquilla  – Draaihals 
Small numbers of this species were found at several locations, for instance at Ofirapark, Doum Palms 
and Kibbutz Lotan.  
27/3: 2  
28/3: 5 
30/3: Sewage Channel, Eilat, 1 
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118. Desert Lark – Ammomanes deserti  – Woestijnleeuwerik 
27/3: Eilat Mountains, 1 
29/3: En Avedat, 2 at the parking lot 
 

 
 
 
119. Bimaculated Lark – Melanocorypha bimaculata  – Bergkalanderleeuwerik 
28/3: Yotvata Circular Fields, 2 
28/3: near Eilat’s Ringing Park, 1 flying past 
 
120. Greater Short-toed Lark – Calandrella brachydactyla  – Kortteenleeuwerik 
26/3: ++ 
28/3: KM 19 area, c 100 
29/3: 3 
30/3: KM 19 area, 50+ 
 
121. Lesser Short-toed Lark – Calandrella rufescens  – Kleine Kortteenleeuwerik 
29/3: Nizanna, 100 
 
122. Crested Lark – Gallerida cristata  – Kuifleeuwerik 
Common and widespread 
26/3: ++ 
28/3: c 15 
29/3: c 25 
 
123. Sand Martin – Riparia r iparia  – Oeverzwaluw 
Small numbers were seen at, for instance, the Ringing Park 
27/3: a few 
28/3: 10 
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124. Pale Crag Martin – Ptyonoprogne obsoleta  – Vale Rotszwaluw 
24/3: between Be’er Sheva and Dead Sea, 2; En Gedi: 1; about a dozen more en route 
26/3: + 
28/3: 10  
 
125. Eurasian Crag Martin – Ptyonoprogne rupestris  – Rotszwaluw 
27/3: Eilat Mountains, En Netafim,  2 
29/3: 10 
 
126. Barn Swallow – Hirundo rustica  – Boerenzwaluw 
28/3: 200 
29/3: 1 
 
127. Common House Martin – Delichon urbicum – Huiszwaluw 
28/3: 10 
29/3: 15 
 
128. Red-rumped Swallow – Cecropis daurica  – Roodstuitzwaluw 
Seen daily; for instance 200 around Eilat at 28th 
30/3: Eilat’s Ringing Park: + 
 

  
 
 
129. Tawny Pipit – Anthus campestr is  – Duinpieper 
Seen regularly at several locations. 
26/3: + 
28/3: 3 
29/3: 10 
 
130. Olive-backed Pipit – Anthus hodgsoni  – Siberische Boompieper 
26/3: Palm Grove north of Eilat, 2. A rarity in Israel! Seen by many birders. 
 
131. Tree Pipit – Anthus trivialis  – Boompieper 
25/3: 10 Ofira Park,  
26/3: several Northern Date Palms 
28/3: 50 
29/3: 5 
 
132. Red-troated Pipit – Anthus cervinus  – Roodkeelpieper 
26/3: Ofira Park, 5 
28/3: 5 
29/3: c 20 
 
133. Caucasian Water Pipit – Anthus spinoletta coutellii  – Kaukasische Waterpieper 
26/3: Neot Smadar, 2 
27/2: KM 20 area, 2 
30/3: KM 20 Saltpans, 1 
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134. Sykes’s Blue-headed Wagtail – Motacilla flava beema  – Russische Gele Kwikstaart 
28/3: Kibbutz Lotan, 10 
 
135. Grey-headed Wagtail – Motacilla thunbergi  – Noordse Gele Kwikstaart 
A few were seen at the KM 20 Salt Pans. 
 
136. Black-headed Wagtail – Motacilla feldegg  – Balkankwikstaart 
25/3: 5 
28/3: 35 
29/3: 1 
30/3: KM 20 area, c 25; Eilat’s Ringing Park, c 10; Yotvata Sewage Pools, 10+ 
 
137. Grey Wagtail – Moctacilla cinerea  – Grote Gele Kwikstaart 
26/3: Neot Smadar, 1 
 
138. White Wagtail – Motacilla alba  – Witte Kwikstaart 
Seen daily, for instance 24/3; 70 at Eilat Petrol Station 
 
139. White-spectacled Bulbul – Pycnonotus xanthopygos  – Arabische Buulbuul 
Common throughout and perhaps the most widespread bird 
 

 
 
 
140. Black Scrub Robin – Cercotrichas podobe  – Zwarte Waaierstaart 
28/3: Eilat’s Ringing Park, 1  
We were fortunate to connect with this rare but almost yearly occurring species. It was discovered by 
Spanish birder Daniel Lopez Velasco and stayed for many weeks after.  
 

 
 
 
141. Common Nightingale – Lucscinia megarhynchos  – Nachtegaal 
27/2: Doum Palms, 1 
29/3: Azuz, 2 
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Black Scrub Robin Cercotrichas podobe Zwarte Waaierstaart, Eilat, 28 March 2008  

 
 

 

Last daylight at the Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse spot at KM 19, Eilat, 27 March 2008 
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142. Black Redstart – Phoenicurus ochruros  – Zwarte Roodstaart 
29/3: En Avedat, 1 
 
143. Common Redstart – Phoenicurus phoenicurus  – Gekraagde Roodstaart 
25/3: near Eilat’s Cementary, 1 female 
29/3: Azuz, 1 female & 2 males of subspecies samamisicus 
30/3: 1 male samamisicus at Eilat’s Riniging Park 
 
144. Blackstart – Cercomela melanuta  – Zwartstaart  
24/3: Neot Hakikkar, 1 
25/3: c 10, e.g. up to 5 near the Cementary  
26/3: several 
29/3: 5 
 

 
 
 
145. Eastern Stonechat – Saxicola maurus  – Aziatische Roodborsttapuit  
25/3: 1 
26/3: KM 19 area, 1 male 
 
146. Isabelline Wheatear – Oenanthe isabellina  – Izabeltapuit 
25/3: KM 19 area, 1 
26/3: several near Neot Smadar 
27/3: Km 19 area, 3 
28/3: 5 
29/3: 10 
 

 
 
147. Northern Wheatear – Oenanthe oenanthe  – Tapuit 
25/3: 1 
26/3: 3  
27/3: 5 
28/3: 10 
29/3: 30 
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148. Pied Wheatear – Oenanthe pleschanka  – Bonte Tapuit 
30/3: KM 19 area, 1 first summer male 
During our last day in the field we surprisingly found this bird after having missed a Cyprus Wheatear 
Oenanthe cypricaca at Yotvata the days before. Of course we initially identified it as such because of, 
amongst others, the orange underparts, well developed black throat patch and greyish nape. 
However, the rather long primary projection and scaly rump provoked some discussion in favour of 
identification as Pied Wheatear O. pleschanka. Better pictures indeed supported identification as Pied, 
though some people are still in doubt. Both Pied and Cyprus Wheatears are very scarce migrants in 
southern Israel. 
 

 
 
 
149. Eastern Black-eared Wheatear – Oenanthe melanoleuca  – Oostelijke Blonde Tapuit 
24/3: 1 Along the road near Dead Sea 
25/3: several, e.g. 1 near Eilat’s Cementary 
26/3: several 
28/3: 5 
29/3: 5 
 
150. Desert Wheatear – Oenanthe deserti  – Woestijntapuit 
25/3: KM 19 area, 1 female 
26/3: Neot Smadar, 1 female 
 
151. Eastern Mourning Wheatear – Oenanthe lugens  – Oostelijke Rouwtapuit 
26/3: Neot Smadar, 1 male  
29/3: En Avedat, 1 male (picture below left) 
31/3: Alongside the road close to Dimona, 2 
 

 
 
 
152. Hooded Wheatear – Oenanthe monacha – Monnikstapuit 
26/3: Neot Smadar, 1 male (picture above right) 
27/3: Eilat Mountains, En Netafim, 1 male 
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153. White-crowned Wheatear – Oenanthe leucopyga – Witkruintapuit 
25/3: Eilat Mountains, En Netafim, 1 male 
27/3: Eilat Mountains, En Netafim, 1 male 
 

 
 
 
154. Blue Rock Trush – Monticola solitarius  – Blauwe Rotslijster 
25/3: near the Water Pumping Station, 1 male; near Eilat cementary, 1 male 
 
155. Common Blackbird – Turdus merula – Merel 
29/3: Ben Gurion Memorial, 1 
 
156. Graceful Prinia – Prinia gracilis  – Gestreepte Prinia 
Common througout 
24/3: 7, with, for instance, singing birds in Be’er Sheva and Wadi Bokek 
26/3: + 
29/3: 5 
 
157. Scrub Warbler – Scotocerca inquieta inquieta  – Maquiszanger 
29/3: En Avedat, 3 
 
158. Eurasian Reed Warbler – Acrocephalus scirpaceus  – Kleine Karekiet 
24/3: Neot Hakikkar, Dead Sea, 1 singing 
26/3: Ofira Park, 1 
 
159. Sedge Warbler – Acrocephalus schoenobaenus  – Rietzanger 
27/3: KM 19 Sewage Ponds, 1 at dusk 
 
160. Eastern Olivaceous Warbler – Acrocephalus pallidus  – Oostelijke Vale Spotvogel 
26/3: 1 in a tree in front of our hotel in Eilat   
27/3: 1 at breakfast inside our hotel’s restaurant 
28/3: Lotan Bird Reserve, 1 
 
161. Sardinian Warbler – Sylvia melanocephala  – Kleine Zwartkop 
26/3: Neot Smadar: 1 male 
 
162. Ruppells Warbler – Sylvia rueppellii  – Ruppells Grasmus 
28/3: Kibbutz Lotan, 1 male 
 
163. Arabian Warbler – Sylvia leucomelaena  – Arabische Zwartkop  
24/3: Route 90, K150.5, 1 first winter male or adult female.  
The very first stop in the desert along the highway produced a single bird in an Acacia right next to the 
car, which turned out to be this rare species! It was refound on the other side of the road and gave 
prolonged telescope views while busy killing a large insect on a branche. Large Sylvia warbler with 
slow movements. Completely blue-grey upperparts without any trace of brown and clear white edges 
to the tertials. Underparts, including chin, throat, breast, belly and undertail coverts white, without any 
other clear markings. Long dark tail with subterminal white undertail tips seen well trough the 
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telescope. Eye dark. Head blackish but not uniformly dark, darkest part behind the eye, indicating 
female or immature.  
 
164. Lesser Whitethroat – Sylvia curruca – Braamsluiper 
Common throughout, seen daily, perhaps the most abundant and widespread passerine of the week.  
 
165. Common Whitethroat – Sylvia communis – Grasmus 
27/3: Doum Palms, 1 
29/3: 1 
 
166. Eurasian Blackcap – Sylvia atricapilla  – Zwartkop 
26/3: a few 
Several were seen, with larger numbers especially during the second half of the week. 
 
167. Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler – Phylloscopus orientalis  – Balkanbergfluiter 
25/3: Water Pumping Station, 3 
26/3: Doum Palms, 1 
30/3: Sewage Channel, Eilat, 2 
 
168. Common Chiffchaff – Phylloscopus collybita  – T jiftjaf 
26/3: several 
 
169. Willow Warbler – Phylloscopus trochilus  – Fitis 
26/3: Ofira Park, 2 
 
170. Arabian Babbler – Turdoides squamiceps  – Arabische Babbelaar 
26/3: KM 40 area, 3 
29/3: Nizzana, 2; En Avedat, 1 
 

 
 
 
171. Palestine Sunbird – Cinnyris osea – Palestijns e Honingzuiger  
25/3: near Water Pumping Station, 1 male 
26/3: 2 
29/3: 6 
Several others were seen on different occassions.  
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172. Southern Grey Shrike – Lanius meridionalis aucheri  – Zuidelijke Klapekster 
29/3: Nizzana, 4 
 
173. Woodchat Shrike – Lanius senator  – Roodkopklauwier 
25/3: KM 19 area, 1 
27/3: KM 19 Sewagepond, 1 
28/3: Kibbutz Lotan, 1 
29/3: Azuz, 1 
 
174. Masked Shrike – Lanius nubicus  – Maskerklauwier 
27/2: Doum Palms, 2 (adult and first summer) 
28/3: Lotan Bird Reserve, 1; Kibbutz Lotan, 2; Ringing Station, 1 
29/3: 2 
 

 
 
 
175. Eurasian Jay – Garrulus glandarius  – Gaai 
24/3 : South of Tel-Aviv,1, crossing the road. 
 
176. House Crow – Corvus splendens  – Huiskraai 
Common in Eilat.  
 
177. Hooded Crow – Corvus cornix  – Bonte Kraai  
24/3: Between Tel-Aviv and Be’er Sheva, 10s along the road. 
Widespread species, common in urban areas. Smaller numbers were seen at many other sites 
throughout the week.  
 
178. Brown-necked Raven – Corvus ruficollis  – Bruinnekraaf 
29/3: 10 
On several occassions during the week, raven were seen in rocky areas along the road, which are 
supposed to be this species.   
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179. Fan-tailed Raven – Corvus rhipidurus  – Waaierstaartraaf 
24/3: En Gedi, 4; with 2 singles along the southern Dead Sea shore. 
Two pairs hanging around at the beach and near the parking lot. The obvious short tail and broad 
wings easily distinguise this species from other Corvidae. 
 

 
 
 
180. Tristram’s Starling – Onychognathus tristramii  – Tristrams Spreeuw 
24/3: En Gedi, 30+ 
29/3: En Avdat 15+ 
The rest of the week only single individuals or pairs were seen at other sites, e.g. in Eilat, flying past 
our hotel, in the Ofira Park, and on top of Mount Yoash.  
 
181. House Sparrow – Passer domesticus  – Huismus 
Common throughout 
 
182. Spanish Sparrow – Passer hispaniolensis  – Spaanse Mus 
25/3: KM 19 area, several 
26/3: several  
 
183. European Greenfinch – Chloris chloris  – Groenling 
29/3: Ben Gurion Memmorial, 2 
 
184. European Goldfinch – Carduelis caduelis – Putter 
24/3: 1 flying past South of Tel-Aviv  
 
185. Common Linnet – Carduelis cannabina  – Kneu 
26/3: Kibbutz Neot Smadar, 1 male 
 
186. Desert Finch – Rhodospiza obsoleta  – Vale Woestijnvink 
26/3: KM 40 area, 20+ 
29/3: Nizanna, Qeziot, 17; En Avedat, 2 
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187. Trumpeter Finch – Bucanetes githagineus  – Woenstijnvink 
26/3: Neot Smadar Sewage, 2 (male & female) 
29/3: Meishar, 4 
 

 
 
 
188. Ortolan Bunting – Emberiza hortulana  – Ortolaan  
28/3: Lotan Bird Reserve, 2 
 
189. Cretzschmar’s Bunting – Emberiza caesia – Bruinkeelortolaan 
25/3: Ofira park, 2  
26/3: Kibbutz Neot Smadar, 4 
27/3: Ofira Park, 2 
28/3: Ofira Park, 1 male 
 

 
 
 
190. Corn Bunting – Emberiza calandra  – Grauwe Gors 
29/3: Nizanna, 1 singing 
 
 
Introduced species 
 
1. Rose-r inged Parakeet – Psittacula krameri  – Halsbandparkiet 
 
2. Indian Silverbill – Lonchura  malabarica  – Loodbekje 
26/3: KM 40 area, flock of c 10 
 
3. Common Myna – Acridotheres tristis  – Treurmaina 
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Mammal List 
 
Dorcas Gazelle – Gazella dorcas – Dorcas Gazelle 
25/3: KM 20 area, 2  
26/3: Neot Smadar, 1 
30/3: Doum Palms, 1 
 

 
 
 
Desert Hedgehog – Hemiechinus aethiopicus – Woestijnegel 
27/3: Yotvata, 3 
Great views during a spotlighting safari at night. 
 
Red Fox  – Vulpes vulpes –  Vos 
27/3: Yotvata, 3 
29/3: Nizzana, 1 
The Yotvata ones during spotlighting. 
 
Golden Jackal – Canis aureus – Gewone Jakhals 
27/3: Yotvata Circular Fields, 2 
Also during the spotlighting tour at Yotvata (while searching for Egyptian Nightjar) 
 
Nubian Ibex – Capra nubiana – Nubische Steenbok 
Several were seen, for instance Eilat Mountains & En Avdat 
 
Bottle-nosed Dolphin – Tursiops truncatus – Tuimela ar 
26/3: 2 at North Beach 
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Reptile List 
Besides the species below, several smaller (yet) unidentified lizards were observed troughout the 
week. 
 
Levantine (Spur-thiged) Tortoise Testudo graeca terrestris –  Levantschildpad 
29/3: Nizzana area, near Azuz, 1 
 

 
 
 
Starred Agama –  Laudakia stellio  – Hardoen  
29/3: Ben Gurion’s Memorial 
 
 
For more information about BirdingBreaks.nl and this tour, please visit www.birdingbreaks.nl 

For questions or remarks on this report mail to garry.bakker @ gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
View on the Gulf of Aqaba from Mount Yoash, Eilat Mountains 


